
2020 Synagogue Security Survey



2020 Annual Synagogue Security Survey

• Conducted October 28 – November 13, 2020
• 303 respondents with an 86%completion rate, 12 

minute average to complete
• Publicized to congregation in:

•NAASE
•NATA
•Reconstructing Judaism
•URJ
•USCJ

• Administered by the URJ
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is about 75% of the 2019 response rate, so no year over year comparisons done



Q1: Which movement is your congregation a part of?



Q1: Which movement is your congregation a part of?



Q2: Which best describes your 
congregation?
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Q2: Which best describes your 
congregation?
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Q3 Please choose the closest approximation to how 
cars and people come onto the property/into 

building for Shabbat services:
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Q3 Please choose the closest approximation to how 
cars and people come onto the property/into 

building for Shabbat services:



Q4: Have you had a threat or vandalism or other 
attack against your congregation in the past:



Q4: Have you had a threat or vandalism or other 
attack against your congregation in the past:



Q5 If you had a concerning incident, act of vandalism or 
identified suspicious activity directed against your 

congregation, what did you do? 
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Q5 If you had a concerning incident, act of vandalism or 
identified suspicious activity directed against your 

congregation, what did you do? 

12



Q6: Has a nearby Jewish organization had a threat, 
vandalism, or other attack in the past:



Q6: Has a nearby Jewish organization had a threat, 
vandalism, or other attack in the past:



Q7: Has a different nearby organization - school, 
church, public building - had evidence of anti-semitic

vandalism, threat, or other attack in the past:



Q7: Has a different nearby organization - school, 
church, public building - had evidence of anti-semitic

vandalism, threat, or other attack in the past:



Q8: What security measures do you have in place 
now?



Q8: Security measures in place by size
0-150 151-500 500-1000 1001+

No size 
given

TOTAL 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
Security guard(s) when children on site 15% 40% 55% 80% 5%
Security guard(s) during large events 62% 82% 85% 84% 79%
Security guard(s) during High Holy Day services 68% 85% 90% 92% 90%
Security guard(s) whenever building is open 6% 8% 22% 56% 12%
Security guard(s) 24/7 0% 1% 0% 8% 0%
Cameras 72% 92% 92% 100% 90%
Congregants and/or staff trained to spot risks 38% 57% 62% 52% 55%
Safe rooms 17% 29% 30% 40% 21%
Instruction cards in pews or other places to direct people to exits 6% 13% 18% 12% 5%
PA system for lockdowns, etc; 4% 34% 60% 84% 24%
Walkie/Talkies or other communication devices 15% 54% 78% 100% 64%
Bullet proof window glaze 4% 18% 22% 16% 5%
Sign in for guests 21% 29% 38% 60% 24%
Identification checks upon entrance 11% 16% 27% 40% 5%
Intercom for primary entrances 36% 65% 57% 64% 67%
Key entry for primary entrances 34% 34% 30% 44% 26%
Key card/fobs for primary entrances 32% 55% 78% 72% 62%
Fingerprint security system for primary entrances 0% 1% 0% 0% 0%
Parking/car passes 0% 5% 10% 32% 10%
New gates, fences, or other perimeter measures 2% 14% 20% 52% 19%
Fence around property 4% 16% 13% 40% 17%
Securty gate and/or guard house on property 2% 5% 8% 40% 7%
Bollards or metal posts or similar items in front of or around your building 11% 29% 30% 48% 17%
Guard at entrance 17% 20% 25% 52% 14%
Shatter/blast resistant film on glass doors and windows 21% 46% 43% 48% 29%
The ability to limit who has access to the buidling (any means) 66% 77% 88% 84% 76%
Secured doorways, internal or external, to limit access to areas 34% 48% 53% 64% 50%
Alarm system 62% 88% 95% 92% 88%
Silent panic buttons 45% 77% 85% 68% 64%
Audible panic buttons 19% 7% 22% 28% 10%
A mass/emergency notification system 6% 19% 42% 48% 7%
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Q8: Security plans by types of layout

19

Single 
Building

Shared 
campus

Acres of 
land No answer

Security guard(s) when children on site 42% 27% 60% 100%
Security guard(s) during large events 80% 65% 80% 100%
Security guard(s) during High Holy Day services 85% 77% 85% 100%
Security guard(s) whenever building is open 12% 12% 27% 50%
Security guard(s) 24/7 0% 4% 2% 0%
Cameras 88% 88% 95% 100%
Congregants and/or staff trained to spot risks 51% 62% 62% 100%
Safe rooms 26% 31% 27% 100%
Instruction cards in pews or other places to direct people to exits 15% 0% 7% 0%
PA system for lockdowns, etc; 38% 27% 38% 50%
Walkie/Talkies or other communication devices 56% 38% 75% 100%
Bullet proof window glaze 14% 4% 22% 50%
Sign in for guests 29% 35% 38% 50%
Identification checks upon entrance 18% 15% 18% 0%
Intercom for primary entrances 60% 54% 60% 50%
Key entry for primary entrances 32% 31% 38% 0%
Key card/fobs for primary entrances 58% 50% 64% 50%
Fingerprint security system for primary entrances 0% 0% 0% 0%
Parking/car passes 6% 4% 20% 0%
New gates, fences, or other perimeter measures 15% 19% 27% 0%
Fence around property 11% 23% 29% 0%
Securty gate and/or guard house on property 4% 12% 24% 0%
Bollards or metal posts or similar items in front of or around your building 24% 15% 40% 0%
Guard at entrance 22% 23% 22% 50%
Shatter/blast resistant film on glass doors and windows 39% 35% 42% 50%
The ability to limit who has access to the buidling (any means) 79% 65% 80% 50%
Secured doorways, internal or external, to limit access to areas 46% 42% 62% 50%
Alarm system 85% 73% 93% 100%
Silent panic buttons 71% 50% 78% 100%
Audible panic buttons 13% 19% 15% 0%
A mass/emergency notification system 20% 35% 24% 100%



Q9: How likely is it that you will increase security 
over the next year?



Q9: How likely is it that you will increase security 
over the next year?



Q10: If you have one or more security guards, are 
they police officers, (on or off duty) or private 

security guards?Answered: 383    Skipped: 10

Presenter
Presentation Notes
NOTE:  Statistically significant differences for the following

Comparing congregations with and without Early Childhood Centers… those with ECCs are more likely to have

*Private security guards and police (31% for those with ECCs vs 15% for those without)
*No security guards (5% for those with ECCs vs 15% for those with ECCs but run by others vs 15% for those without ECCs)





Q10: If you have one or more security guards, are 
they police officers, (on or off duty) or private 

security guards?



Q11 To the best of your knowledge, which of the following best 
describes the security guards/safety officers used most frequently 

at this organization? Please select all that apply
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Q11 To the best of your knowledge, which of the following best 
describes the security guards/safety officers used most frequently 

at this organization? Please select all that apply
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Q12 To the best of your knowledge, which of the following 
applies to how this organization uses security 

guards/safety officers? Please select all that apply.
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Q13: If you have a security guard, is that guard 
armed?



Q13: If you have a security guard, is that guard 
armed?



Q114: Do you allow people (other than security guards) to 
have a firearm in your building? (Choose one)



Q14: Do you allow people (other than security guards) to 
have a firearm in your building? (Choose one)



Q15 Has a Threat, Vulnerability and Risk 
Assessment been undertaken for your facility? 
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Q16 If yes, who undertook the 
assessment?
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Q16 If yes, who undertook the 
assessment?
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Q17 If yes, when was the assessment undertaken?
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Q18 Does your organization have a written emergency plan in place 
for any of the following situations? Please mark all that apply. 



Q18 Does your organization have a written emergency plan in place 
for any of the following situations? Please mark all that apply. 
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Number of households 0-150
151-
500

500-
1000 1001+

No 
size 
given

Threats or harrassment 23% 58% 72% 64% 43%
Antisemitic vandalism 11% 34% 42% 36% 21%
Bomb threats 21% 67% 82% 80% 45%
Suspicious package 19% 54% 68% 68% 43%
Hostile intruder or active shooter 23% 63% 80% 76% 40%
Workplace violence or domestic 
disturbance in workplace 9% 28% 48% 60% 19%
Natural disaster 11% 40% 68% 64% 29%
Robbery or burglary 2% 19% 30% 24% 12%
None of these 49% 18% 10% 0% 21%
Unsure/doesn't apply 13% 9% 5% 12% 14%
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Q18 Does your organization have a written emergency plan in place 
for any of the following situations? Please mark all that apply. 



Layout
Single 
Building

Shared 
campus

Acres of 
land

No 
answer

Threats or harrassment 54% 50% 55% 100%
Antisemitic vandalism 30% 31% 27% 100%
Bomb threats 59% 54% 71% 100%
Suspicious package 50% 38% 62% 100%
Hostile intruder or active shooter 55% 58% 67% 100%
Workplace violence or domestic disturbance in 
workplace 29% 35% 33% 50%
Natural disaster 40% 38% 47% 50%
Robbery or burglary 20% 8% 18% 0%
None of these 20% 23% 18% 0%
Unsure/doesn't apply 10% 19% 5% 0%
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Q18 Does your organization have a written emergency plan in place 
for any of the following situations? Please mark all that apply. 



Q19 Has your organization conducted training in any of the 
following within the last six months? Please mark all that apply.
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Q19 Has your organization conducted training in any of the 
following within the last six months? Please mark all that apply.



Q20: If yes, who provides the training.  
Please mark all that apply
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Q20: If yes, who provides the training.  
Please mark all that apply



Q21: Have you done training to ensure a welcoming environment while staying 
safe? For example, anti-racism training or any other type of training to ensure 

security practices are applied without bias.



Q22: How have you paid for increased security? 
(Choose all that apply)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
NOTE:  Statistically significant differences for the following

Comparing congregations with and without Early Childhood Centers… those with ECCs are more likely to have

*Funding for security – special assessment (64% for those with ECCs cs 34% for those with ECCs but run by others vs 31% for those without an ECC)




Q22: How have you paid for increased security? 
(Choose all that apply)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Many more using special assessments to fund – 26% in 2018 vs 46% in 2019



Q23 In the past year, comment on the level 
of security costs at your congregation 
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Q24 What has been the greatest motivator 
to increases above? 
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Q24 What has been the greatest motivator 
to increases above? 
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Q25 If you have added a suggested or assessed security 
fee, please share the amount of the fee and the 

percentage of your annual security expenses it covers. 
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Range of Fee
Note:  Range indicated by left most column is actual $1-$50 per household per year
171 respondents did not answer this question, likely indicating no fee
Data on % of annual security expenses covered was not deemed accurate enough to report



Q26: Approximately how much are you spending per 
year on security now?



Q26: Approximately how much are you spending per 
year on security now?



Q27: Have you applied for government security 
grants in the past three years?
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Q27: Have you applied for government security 
grants in the past three years?



Size of congregation (households)

0-150
151-
500

500-
1000 1001+

No size 
given

Yes and we received some funding 30% 60% 63% 60% 0%

Yes, but we did not receive funding 17% 23% 25% 20% 0%

No we did not apply 49% 15% 13% 8% 0%

No answer 4% 2% 0% 12% 0%
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Q27: Have you applied for government security grants in the past three years?

Type of layout
Single 
Building

Shared 
campus

Acres 
of land

No 
answer

Yes and we received some funding 50% 31% 44% 0%
Yes, but we did not receive funding 17% 23% 24% 50%
No we did not apply 16% 35% 13% 0%
No answer 16% 12% 20% 50%

100% 100% 100% 100%



Q29: Would you be interested in receiving grant 
development and/or writing assistance in the future? 
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Q30: Do you have a local Jewish Community Federation, Jewish 
Community Relations Council or other organization that has 
provided security training, grant assistance, or resources?



Q31 Have you had special communications with your 
congregation about security in the past 6 months? (Check 

all that apply.) 
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Q31 Have you had special communications with your 
congregation about security in the past 6 months? (Check 

all that apply.) 
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Q32: Do you have a security task force, committee, 
or other group of lay leaders working on security?



Q33 If you could work with one non-profit entity to ensure consistent, standardized best-
practice safety and security advice, consultation, facility assessment, training and grant writing 
support, and that was staffed with security experts with a range of expertise and who worked 

exclusively with the Jewish community, where costs were covered and with no financial impact 
to your organization, would you be interested in doing so? 
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Q34: How many households are part of 
your congregation?



Q34: How many households are part of 
your congregation?



Q35: Do you have an Early Childhood Center on site?



Q36: Do you have religious school on site?
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